
Corunna High School

Class of 1941

Updated 7-4-2023





1941

Laurence Looze
Joseph Driver

Laura Amon



1941

Don Basso
1-2-1923

Deceased 4-23-2012
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Don Basso
1-2-1923

Deceased 4-23-2012

Dorothy Osmer
12-22-1973

Donald D. Basso

Age 89, of Corunna, passed away Friday, April 20, 2012, in 
Battle Creek.

Funeral Services will be held at 11 a.m. Monday, April 23, at 
Trinity United Methodist Church with Pastor Susan Kingsley 
officiating. Burial will follow at Oak Hill Cemetery. The family
will receive friends at Nelson-House Funeral Home from 2 to 4 
p.m. and 6 to 8 p.m. today.

Donald was born Jan. 2, 1923, in Owosso, the son of George 
and Minnie (Barinotti) Basso.

He graduated from Corunna High School with the class of 1941 
and served in the United States Air Force. Donald was a 
member of the Trinity United Methodist Church and a past 
member of the Kerr Travel Club.

He married Dorothy Osmer on Dec. 22, 1973, in Owosso; she 
predeceased him on April 2, 2012.

Donald was employed for 31 years by General Motors as a tool 
and die maker.

He enjoyed woodworking and loved to travel. Donald looked 
forward to time spent with family.

He is survived by his son David (Judy) Basso; sisters Joann 
Lott and Nancy Rathbun; brother Richard Vairo; stepdaughters 
Doris (Kendall) Lewis and Mary Ann Johnson; three 
grandchildren; five great-grandchildren; five step 
grandchildren; 10 step great-grandchildren.

Donald is predeceased by his son Gary Basso and his parents.
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Aurelia E. Bauer
Deceased
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Deceased 2-28-2004
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4-28-1945



1941

George Claxton
9-7-1922

Deceased 3-27-2018

Marion Bradley
4-28-1945

Mr. George Claxton, 95, born to William F. and Sylvia E. 
(Jeanjaquet) Claxton, Sept. 7, 1922, died March 27, 2018 
in the Richard Roundebush Veterans Hospital in 
Indianapolis, Ind. Mr. Claxton married Minnie Bradley, 
April 28,1945 in San Jose, Calif. and they raised five 
children. Minnie died of cancer, Aug. 29, 1977 at the 
Midland Hospital in Michigan. He enlisted in the U.S. 
Navy where he was a Seabee, spending most of his time 
in the south Pacific in the seat of a bulldozer. He was 
employed for over 25 years as an electrician with The 
Dow Chemical Co. in Midland.

George and Minnie are survived by five children and 
their spouses, Danny (Margaret) Claxton of Carmel, Ind., 
Bruce (Judy) Claxton of Kremmling, Colo.; Judy 
(Donald) Rogers of Phoenix, Ariz.; Randy (Sally) Claxton 
of Greeneville, Tenn.; and Russell (Susan) Claxton of 
Essexville; 16 grandchildren; many great-grandchildren, 
and his long-time partner of 40 years, Marion Hess of 
Sanford. He was preceded in death by his brother, 
Eugene Claxton of Owosso; two sisters, Elenora Brands 
of Indiana and Atheline Hutcheson of Ypsilanti; and a 
half-sister, Donna Gene of Detroit. A father, friend of all 
who knew him, and a veteran.

Funeral services will take place at 2 p.m. Friday, March 
30, 2018 at Ware-Smith-Woolever Funeral Home, 1200 W. 
Wheeler St., Midland. Seventy Donald J. Studebaker will 
officiate with committal services to follow in the Midland 
Memorial Gardens Cemetery. Friends may call at the 
funeral home on Friday from 1 p.m. until the time of the 
services. Those planning an expression of sympathy are 
asked to consider the Sanford American Legion Post 
#443. 
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Earl Graham
2-10-1922

Deceased 12-17-2015

Jean G. Freel
2-9-1946

Earl Edwin Graham
Age 93, of Owosso, passed away Thursday, Dec. 17, 2015, at his 
residence.

A memorial Mass of Christian Burial will take place at 11 a.m. 
Thursday, Dec. 31, 2015, at St. Paul Catholic Church with Fr. Michael 
O’Brien, celebrant. The rite of committal will follow at St. Paul 
Catholic Cemetery.

Visitation will be Wednesday, Dec. 30, from 6 to 8 p.m. at Mowen
Funeral Home, William A. Scarlett Memorial Chapel. The parish 
rosary will be recited at 7 p.m.

Earl was born in Corunna Feb. 10, 1922, the youngest child of 
Duncan and Alpha (Murray) Graham. He was a graduate of Corunna 
High School. After graduation, Earl began working for Cadillac in 
Detroit. He left the factory and enlisted in the U.S. Navy during World 
War II. He was called back into the Navy to serve during the Korean 
War as well.

When he returned after World War II, he met Jean Geraldine Freel in 
Jersey City, New Jersey. They were married at St. Paul Catholic 
Church in Jersey City Feb. 9, 1946. Jean preceded him in death on 
July 22, 2015. Earl and Jean remained in Jersey City and he was 
employed with Standard Oil, Sealtest Dairy and finally with the U.S. 
Post Office. He worked in the bulk mail service repairing and 
replacing damaged mail boxes. He later returned to Detroit with the 
Post Office, retiring in 1982.

Earl was a member of St. Paul Catholic Church, Owosso and the 
VFW Post 4005 of Corunna.

Those cherishing his memory include daughter Joyce Graham and 
son-in-law Lawrence Grabowski; and several nieces and nephews. 
The family extends a special thank you to nephew Robert Striggow
for all of his assistance and support.

He was preceded in death by two sisters and four brothers.
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Peg Chandler
9-21-1947

G. Robert Hasselback
8-26-1923

Deceased 7-1-1991
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Wilbur Hawkins
Deceased
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Harry Hawn
Deceased

Gertrude Kurylo
5-15-1948
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Deceased 10-6-1991
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3-23-1949
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Keith Hewitt
Deceased



1941

Howard Hudson
Deceased 2010

June …
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Deceased 9-20-2009
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Robert Hamill
6-21-1945

Geraldine Kroske
3-8-1923

Deceased 10-17-2017

Geraldine Amelia Hamill

Age 94 of Corunna passed away Tuesday, October 17, 2017 at Memorial 
Healthcare Center.   

A funeral service will be held 11am Saturday, October 21, 2017 at Salem 
Lutheran Church with Pastor James Bare officiating. Burial will follow at 
Oak Hill Cemetery. The family will receive friends at Nelson-House 
Funeral Home on Friday from 2pm to 8pm.   

Geraldine was born in Detroit on March 8, 1923, the daughter of William 
and Sadie (Wainwright) Kroske.

She married Robert Hamill in Corunna on June 21, 1945. He preceded 
her in death on September 21, 1998.   

Geraldine was a graduate of Corunna High School; Class of 1941 and 
attended Lansing Business School. Geraldine worked for Shiawassee 
County for 35 years and retired in 1989 as Office Manager at the Tax 
Description Office. She was a member of Salem Lutheran Church. 
Geraldine enjoyed entertaining family and friends; there was always an 
open door at the Hamill home. She loved to travel, would play cards 
anytime and she had over 40 years with the neighborhood euchre club.     

Geraldine is survived by her sons, Robert Hamill (Tammy Bukovich) of 
Owosso, David (Rexine) Hamill of Peoria, Arizona and Thomas (Marcia) 
Hamill of Corunna; 7 grandchildren, Julie (Mike) Hayes, Scott (Lisa) 
Hamill, Teresa (Julio) Martinez, Ryan (Talia) Hamill, Lesley (Wade) 
Dishaw, Mary Hamill (Nic Keith) and Tommy (Linsie) Hamill; 13 great-
grandchildren, Nick, Madison, Gisel, Ethan, Max, Sophia, Shannon, 
Toby, Noah, Jesse, Brandon, Blake and Hannah; sisters-in-law, Florence 
Hamill of Deckerville and Elaine Hamill; several nieces and nephews and 
many other loving family and friends.   

She was predeceased by her parents; her husband; three brothers,
Harold, Bill and Dick; and three sisters, Lela Escott, Clara Helms and 
Ruthie Reno.   Memorial contributions are suggested to Salem Lutheran 
Church.
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Albert Larsen
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Lucille …



1941

Albert Larsen
Deceased 9-19-2014

Lucille …

LARSEN, ALBERT Sparta Albert Frederick 
Larsen, age 90, passed away peacefully at 
his home on Monday, May 19, 2014. Albert 
was a Navy veteran of WWII and was on the 
Minesweeper WMS 231. Albert had worked 
for the Railroad and Coit Avenue Gravel 
where he owned his own cement trucks. 
Albert retired from Columbian Storage as a 
diesel mechanic. He was a volunteer fireman 
and then Fire Chief for Algoma Township. 
Albert will be sadly missed by his loving wife 
of 70 years, Lucille; daughters, Janet and 
Rowland Beute, Marilyn and Thomas Knight, 
Marcia and Steve Carrick; six grandchildren; 
nine great-grandchildren; one great-great-
grandson; sisters-in-law, Sally and Richard 
Coles, Hilda Larsen, Viletta Garlock; several 
nieces and nephews. Funeral services will 
be held at the Funeral Home on Friday, May 
23, 2014 at 1 PM. Interment Algoma 
Township Cemetery. Friends may meet the 
family at the Funeral Home on Thursday, 2-4 
and 6-8 PM. Those who wish may make 
memorial contributions to Rockford V.F.W. 
Hessel-Cheslek Funeral Home, Sparta



1941

Betty ...
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Deceased 12-18-2004
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Frederick J. Miller
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Evelyn …
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Deceased 5-1-2017



1941

Jerome Dietrich

Virginia Naylor
8-11-1922

Deceased 5-1-2017

Mrs. Virginia Dietrich (Naylor) age 94 of Marne 
entered eternal life with the Lord on Monday May 1, 
2017. She was preceded in death by her parents 
Sam and Mary Naylor and husband Jerome F., 
brother PFC Clifford "Bud" Naylor, son-in-law Terry 
Kamps, grandson David Momber. She is survived by 
her children; Jerome D.(Laurel) Dietrich, Charles 
(Chris) Dietrich, Fred (Tricia) Dietrich, Carl (Jennifer 
) Dietrich, Marilynn (Dick) Momber, Janice Kamps, 
Steven Dietrich, twenty one grandchildren, twenty 
great grandchildren, three great great grandchildren, 
in- laws Mary and Ray Tusch, Joan Dietrich, many 
nieces, nephews and cousins. She was an alumni of 
St. Mary's Mercy Central School of Nursing. She 
graduated in 1947 and retired as a registered nurse 
at St. Mary's Hospital as a charge nurse after 30 
years of service. She also jointly operated the family 
fruit farm with her husband Jerome. Virginia was a 
loving wife, mother, grandmother, great 
grandmother and friend to all. A Mass of Christian 
Burial will be celebrated Thursday 10:00 am at St. 
Joseph Wright Church where she will lie in state one 
hour prior. Her family will receive visitors 
Wednesday 2-4 and 7-9 pm at the Arsulowicz
Brothers Remembrance Mortuary, 3525 
Remembrance NW where a Rosary will be prayed at 
7:00 pm. Interment St. Joseph Church Cemetery in 
Wright. Virginia's family wishes to thank the staff at 
Yorkshire Manor and Spectrum Health Hospice for 
their loving care. In lieu of flowers, memorials are 
suggested to Spectrum Health Hospice, St. Joseph 
Church, Wright or a charity of one's choice.
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John R. Prout
Deceased 5-29-1944 WWII
Buried Plot A Row 40 Grave 38
Ardennes American Cemetery

Neupré, Belgium
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Maxine K. Reid
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... Cesal

Blanche A. Rigling
3-4-1923
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Frank A. McBride (39)

K. Jean Ritter
Deceased
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Robert J. White
11-3-1942

Joyce Sawyer
10-25-1923

Deceased 12-4-2017
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Robert J. White
11-3-1942

Joyce Sawyer
10-25-1923

Deceased 12-4-2017

Joyce S. White, age 94 of St. Johns, formerly of Owosso, passed 
away Monday, December 4, 2017 at Hazel Findley Country Manor in 
St. Johns. Funeral services will be held at 11:00 am Friday, 
December 8, 2017 at Watkins Brothers Funeral Homes, Jennings-
Lyons Chapel in Owosso. Pastor Deborah Grazier will officiate with 
burial to follow in Oak Hill Cemetery, Owosso. Family will receive 
friends at the funeral home Thursday from 2-4 & 6-8 pm.

Joyce was born October 25, 1923 in Vernon to the late James and 
Myrtle (Gilbert) Sawyer. She attended Corunna High School, 
graduating in 1941 as class Valedictorian and later also attended 
Michigan State College. On November 3, 1942 she married Robert J. 
White in Corunna and together raised 4 children. Joyce and Robert 
co-owned and operated Whites Bakery in downtown Owosso for 
over 40 years. They each had their pilot's license and hosted 4 
foreign exchange students over the years: Ingrid Stahmer of 
Germeny, Anja Jansen of the Netherlands, Britt-Marie Nordlund of 
Sweden and Herta Beck of Germany. They also took in multiple 
foster children.

Mrs. White was a member of the Owosso First Congregational 
Church, UCC, past member of Zonta and enjoyed needlepoint, 
knitting and spending time with her family.

She is survived by her 4 children: Jimm (Lillian) White of 
Farmington Hills, Sharron (John) Blanchett of Owosso, Michael 
(Carla) White of St. Johns, Mari (Ken) Hanes of Molt, MT; 11 
grandchildren: Deborah (Sean) Malone, Elisheva (Laurent) Blum, 
Lisa Shapiro, Juli Shapiro, Carrie Blanchett, Julie Blanchett, Jerome 
(Lindsay) White, Joshua (Priya) Emerson, Karen (Corey) French, 
Kimberly Little, Keith (Andrea) Hanes; many great grandchildren;
nephew, Roger (Cindy) Bingham and niece, Phyllis Bingham.

She was preceded in death by her parents; husband, Robert in 2002, 
and her great grandson, William Allen.
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Roy J. Murray

Dorothy Schlitts
11-5-1923

Deceased 8-9-2010
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Roy J. Murray

Dorothy Schlitts
11-5-1923

Deceased 8-9-2010

When Dorothy Marion 
Schlitts was born on 5 
November 1923, in Chicago, 
Cook, Illinois, United States, 
her father, Rev. William P. 
Schlitts, was 25 and her 
mother, Laura Baldwin, was 
23. She lived in Venice 
Township, Shiawassee, 
Michigan, United States in 
1935 and Corunna, 
Shiawassee, Michigan, 
United States in 1940. She 
died on 9 August 2010, at the 
age of 86. 
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1941

Robert Braid (42)
6-15-1947

Lorraine Serr
8-8-1923

Deceased 2-1-2022

Lorraine Braid passed away Tuesday, Feb. 1, 2022, peacefully surrounded 
by her family.
Funeral services will take place at 10 a.m. Monday, Feb. 7, at Nelson-House 
Funeral Home with the Rev. Todd Evans officiating. Burial will follow at 
Fremont Cemetery.
The family will receive friends from 5 to 9 p.m. Sunday, Feb. 6, at the funeral 
home.
Lorraine was born March 8, 1923, to Joseph and Julia Serr on State Road in 
Corunna. Her siblings were Jerome, Lucille, Carlyle and George. She 
graduated from Corunna High School in 1941. As a freshman, she worked as 
a waitress. In her senior year, she started working at Corunna Bank and was 
a bank teller until her retirement in 1971.
She married Robert Braid on June 15, 1947. Throughout their marriage, she 
was very involved with the farm, often running errands, hauling wagons and 
delivering food. Robert died in 1986. She was an active and loving mother to 
Edward and Thomas. She was a room mother for her kids during elementary 
school. She was active in the Lemon School PTO and was instrumental in 
the annex of the country school to Corunna. Some of her various activities 
were serving on the Durand Vernon Ambulance board for 10 years, the class 
reunion committee since 1941 and distributing polio vaccines throughout 
Shiawassee County. She served on the Pleasant View Auxillary, Township 
Land Use Board and the Corunna Educational Scholarship Board. She also 
won the Lifetime Achievement Award from the Shiawassee Chamber of 
Commerce in 2006.
Lorraine was a long-time member of the Shiawassee County Fair Board, 
starting in 1942, and won several honors throughout her years of service. 
She served as the head of the Grandstand Committee for several years and 
was awarded the member of the year in 2005. She belonged to the 
Neighborhood Country Gals Extension group and thoroughly loved playing 
cards with friends and family.
She is survived by her children Ed and Alice Braid and Tom and Sandy 
Braid; grandchildren Rob (Betsy) Braid, Julie (Brian) Vyskocil, Mike (Laura) 
Braid, Tom (Danielle) Braid and Ashley Dunbar; great-grandchildren 
Cassidy, Ainsley and Delaney Braid, Shelby and Kelsey Vyskocil, Ava and 
Aubrey Braid and Kenzie and Clayton Braid; and sister-in-law Joann 
Bradford.
She was preceded in death by her siblings, loving husband, and birthday 
twin Geri Hamill. She will be dearly missed.
The family would like to thank Lorraine’s loving caregivers and Hospice for 
the care she was given during her illness.
Memorial contributions are suggested to The Shiawassee County Fair or 
Corunna Public Schools’ Educational Foundation Scholarships.
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Robert Sleeseman
Deceased



1941
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Herbert Smith
11-23-1923

Deceased 7-12-2014
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Donna Vaniman
10-20-1946

Herbert Smith
11-23-1923

Deceased 7-12-2014

Herbert Glen Smith Jr.
Age 90, of Owosso, passed away Saturday, July 12, 
2014, at his family farm.

Funeral services will be held at 1 p.m. Tuesday, July 15, 
2014, at Salem Lutheran Church with Pastor James Bare 
officiating. The family will receive friends at Nelson-
House Funeral Home today from 2 to 8 p.m.

Herbert spent his life working the family farm along with 
driving school bus for Corunna Schools. He was a New 
Haven Township Trustee for many years and a deacon 
for his church. He also sold seed corn and soybeans for 
many years.

He was a 1941 graduate of Corunna High School and a 
life long member of Salem Lutheran Church. He married 
Donna I. Vaniman Oct. 20, 1946.

Herbert enjoyed tending to the family farm, vegetable 
gardening, watching sports and “meetings” at the coffee 
shop. Most of all he loved spending time with his family; 
especially his grandchildren and great- grandchildren.
Herbert is survived by his wife Donna; children Valerie 
(James) Ritter, Van (Wendy) Smith and Cindy (Brad) 
Kelley; grandchildren Troy (Dana) Smith, Trent (Lesley) 
Smith, Jaime (Ryan) Arndt, Brad (Tonia) Ritter, Darik
(Melissa) Hebeler, Gabrielle (Jowa) Wildes, Joseph 
(Kate) Hebeler; 17 great-grandchildren with one on the 
way; brother Lee Smith.

He was predeceased by his sister Margaret.
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Corabelle Spore
Deceased



1941

Robert Sherman

No Picture

Dorothy Stanton
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Max Sutton
Deceased

Norma …
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Max Sutton
Deceased

Norma …
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Robert Kellogg

Bessie Sworthwood
Deceased
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Deceased 2-3-2015
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Lyle Benford
3-15-1947

Lucille Sworthwood
5-18-1922

Deceased 2-3-2015

Lucille Irene (Sworthwood) Benford

Age 92 of Owosso passed away Tuesday, February 3, 2015 at her home.

Funeral services will be held 2:30pm Friday, February 6, 2015 at Nelson-
House Funeral Home with Pastor John Walworth officiating. Burial will 
follow at Oakwood Cemetery. The family will receive friends at the funeral 
home on Friday from 12:30 until the time of service.

Lucille was born in Owosso Township in Michigan on May 18, 1922 to Lester 
and Mildred (Spitler) Sworthwood. She graduated from Corunna High 
School in 1941.

She married Bion Keith Hewitt on December 30, 1944. He died on March 5, 
1945. She then married Lyle Benford on March 15, 1947.

Lucille started working at Bell's Variety Store in Corunna in 1940 while still 
in high school. She then worked in production at Redmonds in Owosso and 
as a bookkeeper for Sworthwood Auto Sales from 1943-1945. She worked as 
payroll clerk for 2 years for Union Telephone in Owosso and as a deputy 
clerk in the Shiawassee County Clerk's Office for 4 years. Over the next few 
years, she worked at several different companies in the positions of 
bookkeeper, accountant and office manager in the Bad Axe, Holly Milford 
and Saginaw. She went to work for Means Stamping Company in Saginaw as 
a controller in 1957 and retired from there in 1973. After retiring she worked 
part time for several companies in Saginaw until 1975.

Lucille was a member of the Saginaw Business and Professional Women's 
Club, and the Saginaw Chapter of American Society of women Accountants. 
She enjoyed sewing, reading, traveling and spending time with her family.

After retirement, Lucille and her husband Lyle lived in Florida for 10 years 
before returning to Owosso.

Lucille is survived by a sister Nancy Ann Hunter, sister-in-law Barbara 
Sworthwood, a brother-in-law Dave Valliant, brother-in-law and sister-in-law 
Herb and Carla Benford and many nieces and nephews.

Lucille was predeceased by her parents her husband in 2011, a brother Dale 
Sworthwood, a sister Norma Valliant, brothers-in-law Richard and L. James 
Benford, sisters-in-law Nancy Moore and Lois Pacyniski. 
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... Hromek

Lucille Thomas
10-13-1022

Deceased 8-23-2009
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... Hromek

Lucille Thomas
10-13-1022

Deceased 8-23-2009

When Lucille Marie Thomas 
Hromek was born on 13 October 
1922, in Michigan, United States, 
her father, Sylvan Clement 
Thomas, was 65 and her mother, 
Sarah "Sadie" Louise Bowden, 
was 31. She lived in Corunna, 
Shiawassee, Michigan, United 
States in 1930 and Corunna, 
Corunna, Shiawassee, Michigan, 
United States in 1940. She died 
on 23 August 2009, in Cupertino, 
Santa Clara, California, United 
States, at the age of 86, and was 
buried in Fair Oaks, Sacramento, 
California, United States. 
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Steve Toth
Deceased



1941

Virgil Yerrick
4-29-1924

Deceased 8-5-1986

Grace L. Thornton
8-30-1947
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Grace L. Thornton
8-30-1947

Virgil Yerrick
4-29-1924

Deceased 8-5-1986
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Jerry Zruna
11-3-1923

Deceased 6-11-1991

Janis Jakeway
1947
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End

“If you refuse me,” he swore, “I shall die.”
She refused him.  Sixty years later he died.

1941


